ADVANCED WRITING WORKSHOP
(7th-9th grade)

Lauren Sturrus
laurensturrus@gmail.com

About the Course:

Advanced Writing Workshop is designed for older or more experienced writers who are
ready to take their craft to the next level. Like our foundational Writing Workshop, this
course emphasizes the full writing process—brainstorming, drafting, revising, editing, and
publishing—while exploring a range of genres and writing styles. Students will leave
Advanced Writing Workshop having the foundational skills they need to succeed in
Kristen Scranton’s writing courses and beyond. Students will be challenged to think
deeply about audience, purpose, and voice, and will be held to a higher standard of
excellence in their work. They'll have significant freedom to choose their own topics within
each assignment, encouraging creativity and personal expression. Discussion,
collaboration, and peer review will be central to our classroom community. Grounded in a
Christian worldview, this course affirms that our words matter because they are part of
God's larger story—a story of creation, fall, and redemption. Through writing, students will
explore and express how we can participate in making the world a better place.

About the Instructor:

After earning my degrees in English and Secondary Education from Grand Valley, along
with minors in Physical Education and Applied Linguistics, | taught high school English at
Calvin Christian for five years before transitioning to West Side Christian, where | spent
three years teaching sixth grade Bible, Social Studies, and ELA. My experience across both
middle and high school levels has given me a clear perspective on the skills students need
as they progress toward graduation. It's also equipped me with practical tools for
providing meaningful feedback, designing authentic assignments, engaging learners, and
helping students grow into confident, capable writers.

| live in a renovated log cabin in the woods with my husband Bradley, son Riley, and dog
Cobi, and I'm expecting our second child any day now! We attend the Beloved Church. |

love cookies, dogs, and long naps in cars. | hate stinkbugs and seafood. | dream of hiking
the Pacific Crest Trail and running a marathon on the Great Wall of China.

Cost:

The cost for this course will be $395. You can pay by check or Venmo.
- $197.50 will be due on the first day of class in September.
- $197.50 will be due on the first day of class in January.



Drop Policy:

If a student chooses to drop the course within the first four classes, tuition will be
refunded on a prorated basis, minus a small amount for the church building fee. No
refund will be given if a student drops the course after the fourth class.

Absent Policy:

If a student is absent for a class period, they are responsible to email Mrs. Sturrus and ask
what they can do to make it up. If the absence is planned, they can practice being
proactive by emailing her ahead of time. Their parent/guardian will still receive the Peek at
the Week email (the weekly recap of what we did in class and information on what should
be completed before the following Monday).

Materials:
There will be no writing textbook for this course. Students will need:
- writing utensils (pencil, pen, highlighters),
- acomposition notebook, regular spiral bound notebook, or loose-leaf lined paper in
a binder (for in-class and at-home journal entries),
- access to a variety of age-appropriate “choice” novels (library copies are fine) for
book reports and other assignments,
- and a computer, printer, and email address. If this is a barrier for your family, please
reach out to Mrs. Sturrus to arrange for printed copies of certain assignments, etc.

Important Notes for Parents:

e READING: Good writers are good readers. Writing and reading cannot really be
separated, so students will be expected to read some poetry, short stories, and
choice novels throughout the course of the year. We will not only be able to use
these pieces of writing as models/samples to help us understand how effective
authors write, but also as background information, inspiration, and “idea-sparkers”
for the writing we will do ourselves.

e ASSIGNMENT SAMPLING: Throughout the course, students will work on a variety of
writing assignments and examine a wide array of questions and concepts. Our
specific assignments and projects may vary depending on the pace of the class,
student interests, and the natural flow of discussion and workshop time, but here is
a sampling of what we might do and explore:

o a literary essay exploring theme in a choice novel or movie,

o astudy on why authors use specific literary devices at specific times,

o a podcast spotlighting a true story from the community,

o and a synthesis essay arguing whether or not society has taken science/social
media too far.



